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The Youth of Today.

C/o Changemakers

Ground Floor 
Zetland House

15-25 Scrutton Street

 London, EC2A 4HJ.
Telephone 0845 605 0240
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THE YOUTH OF TODAY LEADERSHIP FUND REACHES OUT FOR IDEAS 

Today is the launch of Reaching Out large grants programme and Round Two of The Youth of Today Scaling Up small grants fund

Half a million pounds is being made available through the Reaching Out strand of The Youth of Today Leadership Fund. The grants are open to third sector organisations aiming to build their capacity and offer more leadership opportunities to young people, creating more sustainable youth leadership provision in England. Approximately eight grants of between £50,000-100,000 will be awarded by March 2010 for programmes with a deadline for completion of March 2011.

Managed by the Young Foundation, The Youth of Today Leadership Fund seeks to address gaps in the provision of leadership activities for young people.  Key challenges include oversubscription of current programmes, little access to sustainable funding streams and lack of joined-up pathways for young people to access leadership opportunities from a local to a national or international level.  

Information about the Reaching Out Fund is available on: www.theyouthoftoday.org
Asli Guzel, a member of The Youth of Today Leadership Team, said: ‘I believe the ‘youth of today’ can only change if we are given opportunities to excel in all fields. We want third sector organisations and young people to work in partnership to drive the change you would like to see in your community… The funding could support your organisation and the young people you work with to “be the change you want to see in the world”’. 
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Today The Youth of Today Leadership Fund opens round two of the Scaling Up small grants programme.

The Scaling Up Fund invites applications from local voluntary sector organisations for innovative projects that will increase the quality and quantity of youth leadership opportunities available to marginalised groups. The Scaling Up fund has £0.5million to distribute, which equates to approximately 30 grants of between £5,000-20,000 to be distributed by October 2010, for projects that will complete before March 2011.  

From more information on the Scaling Up Fund go to www.theyouthoftoday.org 

Nikita Beresford, from The Youth of Today’s Youth Leadership Team, said of her experience in assessing applications to the Fund: ‘Initially, I was attracted to The Youth of Today Leadership Fund as it promotes and supports young people taking the lead in all aspects of society. When I got involved I was thrilled at how this was done, with the fund looking for the best, most innovative youth leadership projects having the biggest potential for social impact. All of this with young people at the heart, either on the Youth Leadership Team itself or, as I discovered from the Fund applicants, being the driving force behind some of the best applications we read.’ 

Launched in July 2009, the Scaling Up Fund will offer a number of funding application opportunities, closing in the summer of 2010.  Round one of the Scaling Up fund received 107 applications and has now closed. We will be announcing successful applicants by the end of October 2009.
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Notes to Editors

The Youth of Today, launched in July 2009, is a consortium of leading youth organisations working together to increase the quality, quantity and diversity of opportunities for young people as leaders of change in their communities. The commitment for a Youth Leadership Body was set out in Aiming High for Young People: A ten year strategy for positive activities. Aimed at young people aged 13 to 19, it is funded and supported by the Department for Children, Schools and Families and Communities and Local Government and led by The National Youth Agency, British Youth Council, Changemakers, Citizenship Foundation, The Prince's Trust, UK Youth Parliament and the Young Foundation.

An exciting new range of programmes have been launched since July 2009. These include: 
· A Local Councillor Shadowing Programme

· Central Government Ministerial Shadowing Programme
· The Youth of Today Fellowship, opening up networking and training opportunities to 600 young people.








