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Sound It Out Community Music e-bulletin June 2010 

 
Welcome 
Welcome again to Sound It Out’s e-bulletin.  It’s been a really busy couple of months for us 
as we’ve installed a brand new financial system and a new management information 
system, and dealt with a national audit (which we survived unscathed!!). 
  

With the political and economic developments it’s been a very interesting time for us and 
we’ve been motivated to work harder in developing our vision and sharpening our focus as 
a social development agency.  Having refreshed the focus of our Strands of activity we will 
shortly be distributing new brochures that explain our areas of work across the four sectors 
with greater clarity. 
  

I'd also like to announce that sadly our Chair, Clare Edwards, will be standing down at our 
AGM in September.  Clare has given her energy and passion to the Board for over five 
years, and has overseen incredible change at Sound It Out.  She will be greatly missed by 
all.  Sad as this departure is for us, it also presents an opportunity recruit for a new Chair. 
The Board have taken the decision to recruit externally, and so we are looking for a 
dynamic individual who feels ready for this exciting challenge!  Attached to this e-bulletin is 
the advert for the position.  If you, or someone you know, fits the bill please do get in touch 
as applications close on the 5th July. 
  

In the meantime, I hope you enjoy reading about our news and activities! 
More information can be found at our website (www.sounditout.co.uk), and if you like you 
can follow me on twitter http://twitter.com/MattD01. 
 

Best wishes 

Matt Daniels, Chief Executive 
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Children and Young People Strand 

 
 
 
Programmes 

 
 
Shine 
It has been a challenging but rewarding time with 
Shine. We have had our first young people 
achieving the Bronze Arts Award with a number 
of them progressing onto Silver. We are also 
relocating from the Pump in Shard End to a new 
purpose built Youth Centre in Yardley called the 
Vibe. The venue is perfect for Shine as it has a 
brand new fully equipped recording studio and a 
room with Apple Mac’s and various music 
software packages.  
 
We have developed strong partnerships with a number of alternative learning and training 
providers, enabling us to signpost young people onto further courses. This has been 
extremely beneficial for those who are not in education, training or employment when they 
join Shine, as they can improve their prospects by undertaking courses such as the E2E 
Entry to Employment Programme. We are currently working towards our next collaborative 
event, which will be taking place on June 26th at the new Vibe centre. 
 

For further details about the programme please send enquiries to shine@sounditout.co.uk, 
or call 0121 772 9966. You can also visit www.shineonline.ning.com. 

 
 
 

VOLume (Volunteering Using Music to Engage) 

 
 
For our other volunteering roles, we have built some fantastic links with referral 
organisations over the past 2 months that have opened up our opportunities to many more 
young people who are passionate about volunteering, music and mentoring others. We are 
seeing new people every week now, which is a fantastic achievement.  
 

We are now into the Youth Music Mentors 
funded period of the project. As the groups 
restart their mentor sessions, the emphasis is 
going to be on attaining Arts Awards for as many 
of the young people as possible. The 
moderation is at the end of June and work is 
underway on creating some documentation and 
really great records of the volunteering activity 
they have taken part in.  
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Each mentor group has now completed their studio time, but now comes the mixing of the 
CD! It could take some time, but it will be worth it. We will have a double disc CD and DVD 
set, featuring footage from the most recent VOLume concert, to promote the VOLume 
project to prospective volunteers and participants. This will also be a brilliant record of the 
journey many of these young people have been on during their time with us. 
 
Until next time…For further information please contact Tim on 0121 772 9963 or email: 
timothyjones@sounditout.co.uk. 
 

 
 
 
 
Banded About 

 

 
 
Participants from the 4 schools Sound It Out have been working with have been creating 
their own music to showcase at these events, which will also be recorded to create a CD. 
 
For further information please contact Nicola on 0121 772 9962 or email: 
nicolabriggs@sounditout.co.uk 
 

 

 

 

 

Banded About is an exciting project that Sound It 
Out is delivering in partnership with the Birmingham 
Music Hub, a collection of organisations (Sound It 
Out, THSH, CBSO, Birmingham Jazz, Ex Cathedra 
and BCMG) and is funded by the DCSF. The project 
has been delivered on a weekly basis in the Perry 
Beeches area of the city since November. We are 
now entering the final stages of the project, with 2 
concerts in July. The first of these on the 1st July at 
Perry Beeches High School will involve all the 
schools involved in the Sound It Out cluster. The 
second concert on the 9th July at the Town Hall will 
involve participants from across the whole project 
and will be a fantastic high profile showcase. 
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Initi8 ï Band Development 

 

 
 
Most recently, all 3 groups have welcomed Daniel Isles from Birmingham based branding 
and graphic design company, Soapbox. With Daniel, they have been working on image, 
logos and marketing tools that will enable the young people to promote their band and 
music. The groups hope to have some badges and t-shirts printed with their finished logos 
on. 
 
Looking forward to the concert in July, each group not only has some fantastic cover songs 
to showcase, but some great original material is in the process of being written too. The 
talent in these groups is remarkable and I know that the concert is going to be the perfect 
platform to demonstrate their skills and song writing. 
 
If you are interested in joining our Youth Advisory Board, or know someone that would like 
to get involved with Initi8, then please contact Tim on 0121 772 9963 or email:  
timothyjones @sounditout.co.uk  
 

The Arch, Unit F9  

Tim has now taken over the coordination of the 
Initi8 project and has been really impressed with 
the standard of work the young people in the 3 
groups have achieved so far. Recording studio 
dates are pencilled in for late June, and the 
concert for which they are working towards will 
be taking place in July. Each group has been 
welcoming guest speakers to the sessions to 
enhance their experience and widen their 
knowledge of other aspects of band 
development. 
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Cohesion Strand 

 
Programmes 
 
Choral Fusion 

 
  
If you would like to join the Choral Fusion choir, then please call Amelia on 0121 772 9964 
to reserve your place. Alternatively you can email: ameliaburr@sounditout.co.uk for more 
information.  

 
The Choral Fusion project is supported by a Children, Young People and Families Grant Programme, Department for Children, Schools 
and Families.  

 
 

Building Bridges 
The new Building Bridges (Music For Harmony) 
project in Kingstanding is offering local residents 
music and dance activities during the summer 
holidays. We have been working in partnership with 
the Kingstanding Extended School Cluster to 
recruit participants. The Building Bridges (Music 
For Harmony) workshops will take place on the 26th 
July – 30th July. The sessions will run from 10:00 
am- 12:00 pm at the North Birmingham Academy 
(College High), 395 College Road, Birmingham, 
B44 0HF. The workshops are free of charge and 
will be lead by the Infusion Ensemble, an eclectic 
mix of musicians from every corner of the globe.  
 
Come and join the Infusion Ensemble and the Kingstanding residents at a Free Summer 
Break Concert on the 30th July. Doors open at 1:00 pm and the concert will end at 2:00 pm. 
The performance will also take place at the North Birmingham Academy. Everybody is 
invited to enjoy an afternoon with friends and family to experience a unique fusion of music  
and a special performance created by Kingstanding residents for this occasion.  
 
For more details, please contact Tomar on 0121 772 9965 or email: 
tomarbeh@sounditout.co.uk.  
 
Music for Harmony is supported by a Children, Young People and Families Grant Programme, Department for Children, Schools and 
Families.  

After a wonderful concert in March, Choral Fusion 
has now embarked on its second phase of open 
sessions. These sessions are open to the public 
and will run once a month leading up to a concert 
in December at the C.B.S.O Centre. We want to 
get as many different people of all ages involved 
in this innovative singing project as possible; 
bringing families and communities together to 
sing. There are currently four choirs/singing 
groups involved in Choral Fusion and several 
individual singers from the wider community. 
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Wellbeing Strand 

 

Programmes 

 

 
Musical Connections 

   As we approach the Summer Concert and CD 
Launch on Monday 12th July, we are also looking to 
the start of the next project year in September. Each 
year Musical Connections takes on 12 new 
participants and 3 new volunteers and we are now in 
the process of recruiting participants and volunteers 
for September. If you know someone who you feel is 
isolated or vulnerable due to physical disability, 
mental illness or a specific need, then tell them 
about Musical Connections; it may be the lifeline to a 
creative community of people that they have been waiting for. Equally, if you would like to 
gain experience working in this sector, why not apply to volunteer on this incredibly 
rewarding project?  

 
For more information or to reserve tickets for the Summer Concert and CD Launch please 
contact Amelia on 0121 7729964 or email ameliaburr@sounditout.co.uk 

 
 
  

Striking Chords 
Striking Chords is now at the very exciting stage of 
putting together the annual project CD in 
preparation for the end of year Sharings. Patients 
at Ardenleigh Hospital and Reaside Clinic 
contribute their original compositions that they 
have developed over the year to a compilation CD 
which will continue to celebrate their 
achievements for as long as they continue to play 
it. Project participants will also be contributing 
artwork for the CD cover and coming up with the 
album title so that the final CD will be entirely 
created by them. The Sharings, which are closed to the public, will then offer an opportunity 
for participants to share their compositions with their peers and receive full recognition for 
their extraordinary achievements over the year.  
 
For more information please contact Amelia on 0121 7729964 or email 
ameliaburr@sounditout.co.uk 
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Professional Development Strand 
 
Programmes 
 

 
New Horizons  

 
Sound It Out is incredibly grateful for the partnership support received from Wolverhampton 
Music Service, Staffordshire Performing Arts, Sandwell Youth Music, Warwickshire Music 
Service, Coventry Performing Arts and Solihull Music Service to enable these courses to 
happen. We will be running this course in Birmingham again in October, funded by 
Birmingham Music Service. If you are interested in finding out more about the course, or to 
request an application pack, please contact Nic on 0121 772 9962 or email 
nicolabriggs@sounditout.co.uk. 

 

 
Services 
 

Equipment Hire 

We have a selection of small and large hand percussion including West African, Chinese 
and Latin American available to hire. 
  
Resources also include recording equipment, Soundbeam, DJ Decks and acoustic 
instruments for use in participatory music work.  Go to the Sound It Out website and click 
on the Equipment Hire button for more details. A discounted rate is available to musicians 
listed on the Sound It Out database. 

 
Musicians Database  

 We have an on-line database of over 250 skilled musicians, advertising services to 
potential employers.  Sound It Out also offers employment for professional musicians on a 
freelance basis. If you are a musician wanting to advertise your skills, please phone 0121 
772 8655 or email enquiries@sounditout.co.uk for an application form. 

 

  
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

New Horizons is a training programme for proficient 
freelance/sole trader musicians with a desire to 
teach instruments/voice within the formal education 
sector, which is currently being delivered in 
Wolverhampton and Warwick. 
 
Course participants are preparing to gain vital 
shadowing experiences with each of the Music 
Services supporting the course, in preparation for 
their assessments in a month’s time, where they 
have to teach a lesson in front of a panel. 
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The Sound It Out website provides access to our key resources for Equipment Hire and 
Musicians Database.  For more information please see www.sounditout.co.uk or call 0121 
772 8655. 

 
And Finallyé 
 
Sound It Out is a registered charity and has recently started a fundraising campaign to both 
raise our profile across the region and to generate some additional income to fund our 
programmes of work.  
  
As part of Sound It Out’s fundraising and sponsorship drive, The Rep Theatre has very 
kindly donated a voucher for two theatre tickets. The voucher must be redeemed by the 1st 
August 2010 and is worth approximately £50. The voucher is valid for any performance of 
your choice from the upcoming season on Mon-Thurs evening performances. 
  
Sound It Out relies solely on the generosity and support of charitable trusts, 
foundations, private supporters and business to sustain the work we do in local 
communities across the region. 
  
If you feel like a trip to the Theatre AND would like to help us continue our work, please 
place a bid by Friday 18th June, the voucher will go to the highest bidder. To bid please 
email: rachelcranny@sounditout.co.uk with your offer and contact details. The money 
generated from this auction will enable Sound It Out to carry on having a positive impact on 
people’s lives throughout the West Midlands. 
  
 Good Luck! 

 
We would like to thank the following organisations for their kind donations over the past few 
months. A huge thank you to: The Rep Theatre, Birmingham City Football Club and the 
Black Country Living Museum. 
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